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509) T'isathingnororious — many of the meaneſt 


9 ſoꝛt of our people in diuers parts of our kingdome either by ſetret 
Se combination, w;onght by ſome wicked inſtruments, o2 by ill exain- 
ple of the firſt beginners, haue pꝛeſumed lately to aſſemble them⸗ 
5 ST ſelues riotouſly in multitudes, and being armed with ſundꝛy wea⸗ 
N e vous, haue layd open in foꝛtible maner a great quantitie of ſeuerall 
. og meus poſſeſſions, ſome newly encloſed, and others of longer contt- 
mance making th their pꝛetence that ſome townes haue been depopulated, and diuers fanmlic 
vndone by meanes of ſich Encloſures, In which leditions courles they haue perſſted not 
ohelp after many pꝛohibitions by our Mumſters in the ſeuerall Counties, but aiter particular 
Pꝛotlamations publiſhed byour Royal Authozitte,# which is moꝛc, when lo manpmeancs of 
lenitie and gentleneſſe were offered to retlaume them, as no Pꝛinte would haue bled, but ſuch 
a one as was both confident in the loyall affections of his Dubtects in general, and compar- 
ſionate towards the ſimplicitie of ſuch Offenders : many of them ſtood ont moſt obſtinate⸗ 
ly, and in open ficlde rebelſtoufly reſiſted ſuch fozres as in Our name, and vp Our authozut:c 
tame to repꝛeſſe them, whereupon inſued by neteſſitie in the end that ſome blood was bꝛawen 
as well by martiall Execution, as by ci Jultice, 

Updu this accident it ſecmeth good vnto Us to declare tothe world, and ſpecially to Our 
lonung Subiects, as well that which concerneth Our affections(which vpon ſcueralreſpects 
are diuided betweene tomkoꝛt and griefe) as that which concerneth allo Our Paincelyinien- 
tions, which likewiſe are bent vpon the contrary obiects and courſes of Grace and Juſtice. 
Fo? firſt ot all We finde tauſe of tomfoꝛt in our ſelues in regard of the tleareneſſe of Our con⸗ 
{cience to whome God hath committed the care and ſupꝛeme Gouernment of Our people 
from gining cauſe oꝛ colour of ſuch complaint; the matter whercof is ſuch, as Wee take Our 
{clues moꝛe intereſſed therein then any our Subietts can bee : Fo2 as Wee cannot but 
know, that the glozic and ſtrength of all Kings tonſiſteth in the multitude of Snbiccts, fo 
may Wee not foꝛget that it is a ſpeciall and peculiar pꝛeheminente of thoſe Countrepes, 
ouer Which God hath placed Us, that they do ercell in bꝛeeding and nouriſhing of able and 
ſeruiteable people, both foꝛ warre and Peace, which Wee doe iuſtly eſteeme aboue all Trea- 
lure and Commodities, which our ſaid domintons do otherwiſe ſo plentifully yeeld vnto Us, 
Neither in this particular cale of depopulation,can any man make doubt but it muſt bee farre 
from our inclination to ſuffer any tolleration of that which may bee any occaſion to decay 02 
diminiſhour people, if wee did conſider nothing elle, but that vſe and application which wee 
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may make/asother Pzincesdo)both of the bodies of dur people to tarrie armes koꝛ defence of 
our Crown and of their goods and ſubſtance to ſupply our wants vpon all inf: ⁊ refonable oc- 
caſions, ſo as we may by many reaſons ſufficiently tuſtiſie our care herein towards God v the 
wozld(fozalmuch asapperteineth to our Kingly Office) ſceingthe ſaid Intlolures (lawtull 
02 vnlawfull) were all oꝛ the moſt part made befoze we had taken the Stepter of this Go⸗ 
uernment into our Poſſeſſion, Whereunto we may adde (as wholycleanling and wacheng 
our hands from the tolleration of theſe grieuantes) the continuall and ſtrict charges and com 
mandements giuen by vs to our Judges and Juſtices, to2 the care and rekozmation of thole 
things which may bee in any wile grieuous to our people in their ſeuerall Countreyes , at- 
though in this point there is ſome defence alledged by our ſubozdinate Miniſters, and ſpecial⸗ 
lyby the Juſtices of Aſſiſe, that our people haue beene wanting to themſcluces in the due and 
oꝛdmary meanes which they ought to take, by pꝛelentment offuch as arc oꝛ haue beene ginity 
of theſe oppꝛeſſions. But as wee take comfozt that the caules of thele complaints haue not 
pꝛotceded from our Gouernment, hauing contrariWiſe (befoze theſe ſeditious courſes firſt 
b:ake fozth) taken into our P:incely conſideration this matter of depopulating and decaying 
of Townes and Families whercot we are moze ſenſible , then any other) with ceſolution 
to ture whatſoeuer is amiſſe, by iuſt and oꝛderly remedies: So are wee gricued to behold 
what the diſſoyalty and obſtinacy of this rebellious people Hath fozced vs vnto, who being 
naturally inclined to ſpare ſhedding of blood, could haue wiſhed that the humble and volun- 
tary ſubmiſſion and repentance of all thoſe Offenders,might both haue pꝛeuented the loſſe of 
he life of any one ofthem , and the example of Juſtice vpon ſome might haue pꝛeuented the 
loſſe of moze. And ſeeing it was of ſuch neceſſity, that ſome in regard of their intollera⸗ 
ble obſtinacy in ſo pernicious Treaſon ſhould periſh, rather then the ſparkes of ſuch a fire in 
our Kingdome ſhould be left vuquenched, that it may yet ſerue to put others in mind of their 
duetie, and ſaue them from the like rune and deſtruction, fo2 ſuch and ſo Traiterous at⸗ 
temps hereafter : In all which conſidcrations,foz that Which may concerne our own Kopall 
intention, as wee Would hauc all mien know and conceine, that neither the pꝛetente of any 
Wꝛongs receiued, noꝛ our great miſlike of depopulation in generall, can in any wile ſtay vs 
any longer, from a ſenere and iuſt pꝛoſetution ofſuch as ſhall take vpon them to be their owne 
tudges and refoꝛmers, either in this oꝛ any other pꝛetended grienante: So on the other ſide, 
we are not minded that the offences of a few though iuſtly pꝛouoking our Kopall indignatt- 
on) (ſhall alter our Gracious diſpoſition to giue reliefe in this caſe, where it apperteineth, were 
it toꝛ none other tanſe, then in reſpect of ſo many others our good and louing Subiects, 
which might haue alledged like cauſe of griefe, and neuertheleſſe haue contained themſelues 
in their due obedience, 8 
And therekoze Wee doe firſt declare and publiſh our Pzincely reſolution, That if any of our 
Subiects ſhall heereafter vpon pꝛetences of the ſame o2 like grieuantes, either perſiſt in the 
vnlawtull and rebellious Act already begun, oꝛ renewe and bꝛeake foꝛth into the like, in any 
parts of our Kingdoine; we will pzefer the ſafetie, quiet, and pꝛotection of our Subiects in ge⸗ 
nerall, and of the body of our State, befoꝛe the compaſſion of any ſuch Offenders, bee they 
moꝛe oꝛ leſſe, and howſoeuer miſled: and muſt foꝛget our naturall clemency by purſuing them 
with all ſenerity foꝛ their ſo hainous Treaſons, as well by our Armes as Lawes, knowing 
well, that We are bound (as the head of the politike body of our Realme) to follow the courſe 
which the belt Philitians vſe in dangerous diſeaſes, which is, by a ſharpe remedy applyed to 
a ſmall and infected part, to ſaue the whole from diſſolution and deſtruction. To which ende 
We doe accoꝛdingly charge and command all our Licutenants, Deputie Lieutenants,She- 


riics, Jnſtites of Peace ,and all other Magiſtrates of Juſtice buder Us and all other our lo⸗ 

ung Subiects to Whom it ſhall any wapes appertaine, to doe and inploy their vttermoſt in- 
deauours and foꝛtes foꝛ the keeping of our Subtects in peace and obedience,fo2 pꝛeuention of 
all ſuch riotous and rebellious Alſemblics, and deſtroying them, (if any doe remaine, 02 
ſhall happen to ariſe)by fozcc of Armes, and by execution(cuen to pꝛeſent death of ſuch as ſhall 
make reſiſtante. 

On the other {ide we doe notifie and declare to all our loning Subiects, That we are reſol- 
ued, not out of any appꝛehenſion oꝛ regard of theſe tumults and diſoꝛders ( which Wee know 
well to be only dangerous to thoſe that attempt them, and which experience may teach them. 
that they are in a momẽt to be diſperſed ) noꝛ to ſatiſfie diſobedient people, be they rich oꝛ pooꝛe: 
But meerely out of loue of Juſtice, Chꝛiſtian compaſſion of other of our Subietts, who be- 
ing ikewiſe touched with this griefe, auoyded the like offences, As allo out of our Pꝛintely 
care and pꝛouidente to pꝛeſerue our people from decay oꝛ diminution, To cauſe the abuſes of 
Ocpopulations and vnlawfull Incloſures to be further looked into and by peaccable and 02- 
derly meanes to eſtabliſh ſuch a refoꝛmation thereof, as ſhall bee needfull foꝛ the iuſt reliefe of 
thoſe that haue iuſt cauſe to tomplaine, and therin neglect no remedy, which either the lawes 
of our Realine doe pzeſcribe, oꝛ our owne Bopall Authozty, with the aduite of our Countell 
can ſupply. 

Foz which purpoſe wee haue already aſſembled our Judges, and ginen them in charge 
ſtraightly, to make it one of their pꝛincipall cares aſwell to diſtouer the ſaid offentes, as to con- 
der how farre they may be touched in law, and in what courſe, and acco2dingly to pꝛoteede 
againſt them with all ſcueritic. And pet becauſe the execution thereof requireth ſome time, 
though no moꝛe then muſt of neceſſitie bee employed therein, if any turbulent oꝛ ſeditious ſpi⸗ 

rits by their impatience, 02 thꝛough their deſire to ſatiſfic their owne wicked humoꝛs, by m00# 
ning common troubles ſhall lecke to pꝛeuent the tourle of Juſtice by any ſuch vnlawkull at- 
tempts, as haue beene lately vſed, and abuſing our gracious diſpoſition ſhall take the pꝛe⸗ 
ſumption to be Nefoꝛmers of the ſaid inconuenience by any foꝛte, becauſe they perteiue Here- 
by how much we millike ofit : Wee doe once againe denounce vnto them the ſame leuere pu⸗ 
ni{hment, which belongeth to Rebels in the Higheſt degree, And doe require all and euery 
our Magiſtrates, Officers and Miniſters of Jultice (actoꝛding to their plate of authoꝛitie) 
and all our lopall Subiects acco2ding to their duety of aſſiſtante (laying alide all lackenes oꝛ 
fond pittie) to ſee it duely put in execution : As on the other ſide we doc pꝛomile, and are relol 
ued graciouſly to lend our eares to humble and iuſt complaints, and to affooꝛd our people 
Juſtice and fauour both in this and all occaſions fit foꝛ a King to doe foꝛ his good Subiects 
in generall and in particular. 
Giuen at our Mannour of Greenewich the xxviij. day of Iune, in the fifth 
yeere of our Reigne of Great Britaine, France and Ireland. 
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